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BLACK SNAIL. 


WAS at work at Learmouth, and coming 
home in the evening, by Cornhill Well, 
whoſe medicinal virtues are well known 

at home and abroad, I ſaw a large Black Snail, 
a harmleſs creature, ſomething of the worm 
kind; as fat as he can roll in his ſkin; exceed - 
in gly beautiful in his make and workmanſhip ; ; 
ſtreaked in the back from the middle upwards, 
croſs ſtreaked from the middle to the end. 
He is flat in the belly ; he lies at eaſe, ſeem- 
ingly full of contentment. He takes a walk 
at times; he is flow in motion; he ſtretches 
himſelf out; he has two long horns in his 
head, which he ſeems to ſteer his compaſs by; 
He has two ſhort ones, for fore feet, which 
guide him in his walk. Very little diſturbs 
him; only touch him with a rad, he draws 
all together, and is gone to bed, to reſt, to 
take his nap, like a weary traveller. That 
| A 2 ſaying 


1 
ſaying holds true, that the Snail goes as ſoon 
to bed as the ſwallow. 

Come, and learn a leſſon from the Snail. 
He is one of the loweſt of God's works, among 
the warm kind. Ye fretful among the ſons 
of nien, diſcontent with your condition, ye 
languiſh and pine away in your iniquities: A 
craving want of ſomething, which you cannot 
expreſs, troubles you; that want is the want 
of true and real happineſs, which cannot be 
obtained here below. Ve fret for your cir- 
cumſtances not being ſo good as they have 
been: Vou muſt learn to bear with loſſes, and 
croſſes, and injuries: Let patience have her 
perfect work, and there is no fear of you; and 
Have. grace Bachel with falt. You in a de- 
ſponding condition, bordering on deſpair, ye 
dally with the tempter; prattle not with the 
deſtroyer, neither walk in his paths, which lead 
to the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. He 
goes about as a roaring lion, ſeeking whom 
he may devour. Liſten to none of his ſeduc- 
tions, charm be never fo wiſely. Reſiſt the 
devil, and he will fly from vou. It is to be 
Anerhed, that ſeveral of late have made their 
exit that way, in a ſtate of deſpondency. We 
are taught to walk, and not to faint. Few or 
none die that way in hopes of future happi- 
neſs in yonder world, at leaſt we judge ſo. 

They have ac l their leſſon of true 
contentment from the Snail. He does not di- 
ſturb himſelf much, yet he gets his meat; Pro- 
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vidence, which feeds the crows, ſecs to the 
Snail's diſh. As to his coat, it is to be doing 
with ; it is made to ſtand both wind and wet, 
Go to the ant thou ſlu ggard, conſider her ways 
and be wiſe. Better penny wiſe, than pound 
fooliſh. Take the hint from theſis minuteſt of 
God's works, ye d ying {ons of men. Diſcon- 
tent ſet up his head in the garden of Eden at 
the fall of man, when man's true happineſs 
was loſt ; the fountain head of all whining and 
pifering. The dregs of it cleave to ſome of 


Z theſe unhappy victims, miſcreants of Satan, 


unleſs the ſtronger man put forth his hand, 
and pluck them like fire-brands from the very 
Jaws of death, when on the high road to de- 
ſtruction, and would have continued ſo to end- 
leſs ages. 

Eternal thanks to Jeſus Chriſt, the ſecond A- 
dam, who viſited our world in our nature; a 


native of happineſs from the realms of bliſs, 


a welcome gueſt for objects of miſery. Careſs 
him as the chief among ten thouſand. He is 
to the miſerable, who have received the ex» 
alted favour of the white ſtone mentioned in 
the Revelation, altogether lovely. He lived 
and died for loſt man's recovery, true content- 
ment, for the immortal part of man. Its va- 
luable purchaſe began in the garden of Geth- 
ſemane, when the combined powers of hell 
broke looſe upon man's ſurety ; being truth 
itſelf, he flinched not, but ſtood the fiery trial to 
the lait. The Hero of heroes ſWate greagdrops 


of 


ENF 
of blood, falling to the ground. This ſweat 
never left him, till he ſpent the laſt drop of 
his blood, on the accurſed tree, for you and 
me. What think you of theſe fetters of mi- 
ſery that lodge and lurk in the heart of man, 
fin, much evil in little room, to bring the Lord 
of life to the grave? O man, O woman, to 
harbour ſuch an enemy in your breaſt, that 
brought on the Lord's death. Reſt not till 
you get the power and. dominion of ſin broken 
and deſtroyed. Then, and not till then, will 


you and 1 get our heads above thefe waters 


of diſcontent. 
- Look to the Lord on the croſs, the beſt cure 
for deſpondency. One look from him ſaved 


Peter; when he denied him he was next door 


to it, but there was help at hand that freed 
the man, and ſet him on his own beaſt, fo he 


went on his way journeying to the grave, the 
end of all perfection. This good man, for- | 


rowing for what he had done to his dying 
day, dies a martyr at Rome, crucified on a 
croſs with his head downwards; witneſſing by 


his death that he was an enemy to fin, and | 
that ſin in particular that denied his beloved | 
maſter. He would not embrace the ſame ho- 
nour, to die with his head up, as our royal | 
patron did; but avenged the quarrel to the 
laſt againſt ſin, the only black mark in the eſ- 
cutchcan of Peter's character, who now reigns } 
a ſaint above to endleſs 881 among the tribe 2 


of conquerors. 


The 
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'The Snail hears and ſees, and ſays nothing. 

It becomes us mortals to be {ſwift to hear, and 
flow to ſpeak; and they that ſpeak, let them 
ſpeak their word with a warrant, then the 
tempter gains no ground upon us; he catches 
at evil thoughts, words, and actions; it ſhould 
cauſe us, therefore, to be more upon our guard, 
to watch and pray, that we enter not into 
temptation: The ſpirit indeed is willing, but 
the fleſh is weak. Let us learn a leſſon from 
the Snail : I think he is come to preferment z 
he is contented in his way, which is more than 
| ſome of us are; he ſhames us in that reſpect. 
I can. atteſt that I never ſaw the Snail ſeck a 
4 a rope to hang himſelf, neither call for a knife 
to. cut his throat ; when he-took his walk by 
4 the water fide, I never once ſaw him attempt 
He ta throw himſelf in to drown himſelf. The 
ve i Snail knows better ; his life is as much to him 
= as our's is to us, and more ſo than to ſome of 


* us, elſe we would not be fo ready to make a- 
8 way with ourſelves: It is only the fooliſh a- 
55 mong mankind; no wiſe body would do it. 
ny Our time is but ſhort, and our days few at 


beſt ; the longeſt term is fourſcore years; what 
need is there to make it ſhorter ? Death comes 
2 ſoon enough, too often before we are ready 
prepared for that laſt enemy's approach.. The 
poor creature is tempted of the devil, who, be - 
ing under ſtrong deluſion, is made to believe 
Ja lie. He is the father of liars from the be- 
Zginning. Mother Eve believed the devil rather 
than 
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than God, and fo it fared with her, When 
men or women in this day follow her ſteps, be- 
hold, ſelf-murder is the event. 

To the diſconſolate : Why art thou caſt 
down, O uy ſoul, why art thou fo diſquieted 


within me: Still hope thou in God, for I ſhall 


yet praiſe him. If you get that length, and 
your feet faſt upon a rock, you will baffle the 


deſign of the tempter. Be firm and ſtedfaſt 


in that bleſſed hope, be not. cafily ſhaken with 
every wind of doctrine ; building your faith's 
foundation on that folid rock which the holy 


apoſtles and prophets taught, and Jeſus Chriſt ? 


himſelf, that Rock of ages, being chief corner 
ſtone. We are are made ſure to believe, 


from undoubted authority, that the gates of 


hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. There you 
ſhall gain the prize, Eternal Life. 

For ſtronger conſolation to the comfortlefs' 
I know the enemy has gained ground upon 
you in your defenceleſs unguarded ſituation, 
It becomes us ſinful creatures to watch and be 


ſober, when mountains of difficulties overtake 
us in our pilgrimage through life. It is not | 
the way to turn faint, to loſe heart in the 
conflict ; that is Satan's ſport; you are to wax | 


valiant in the tight, At beſt he is a coward, 


a conquered enemy. Indeed he is ſtrong for 4 


them he is match for; when that is the caſe, 
fly to the word of comfort and bleſſed hope, 
the Holy Bible, the word of faith daily preach- 
ed unto you; The two-edged ſword ſtabs the 

enem- 
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enemy to the heart; he can ſtand the com- 
bat no longer, and goes away ſkulking into 
a herd of ſwine, or anywhere he can ſhut his 
noſe in ; ſwine are the beſt-company for him. 
Would to God he had never more tether 
length": then he would not be half fo 
troubleſome as he is to many a poor creature. 
He goes to and fro till he gets another oppor - 
tunity on the man's weak ſide. He that over- 
cometh will I grant to fit with me on m 
throne, even as I alſo overcame, and am ſet 
down with my Father on his throne, Here 
is a bleſſed pattern ſer before you and I, if we 
can follow it, and be one of the number of 
heroes there mentioned, 'There is ſomethin 
to be conquered and overcome before we can 
gain the prize, Eternal Life. That pearl of 
great price lies hid in the field of the goſpel. 
Search the Scriptures, for there you have the 


n words of eternal life. Look to your once 
. IF crucified, but now exalted Saviour ; he was 
e once dead for you, but is now alive, ps lives 
e for evermore, and wears the keys of hell and 
Xt; of death at his girdle. 

1e Rejoice, fellow mortals | Glad news for the 


K dying ſons of Adam's race! He that has all 
favours to beſtow is the ſpeaker. Only alk, 
and have ; ſeek, you will find ; knock, it ſhall 
and will be opened. There is a bleſſed pro- 
miſe ! Open doors, dogs go ben. You are 
not to ſhut yourſelf out by deſpondency, while 
there is an open door for happineſs and com- 
| B fort. 
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fort. For the aſking, ſeeking, knocking, be- 
lie ving, you ſhall receive, Be courageous, 
and with undaunted bravery, vigour, and re- 
ſolution, ſet forward; the prize is no mote; 
eternal life; well worth the fighting for; blood 
6 to the knees, before you loſe the day. To 
die cowardly, by your own hands, mean man 
low lifed to the laſt! . You will be hiſſed and 
reckoned worſe than fool or madman after 
ou are dead, and a public mark of infamy 
on yourſelf Sod family; buried in the outfide 
of a church- yard, RE a ſtake drove;through 


Up, and be doing; loſe no time: Cry to God,in 
the name of his beloved Son ; he will give his 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter, to ſupport, nouriſh, 
cheriſh, and ſtrengthen you againſt every attack 
of the grand adverſary of our ſouls. May Al- 
mighty God bleſs this uſeful paper to every one 
under temptation againſt their own life. . 
Be kind, be humane to the Snail, my fel- 
low PESTS ; we are all under ſentence of death 
as well as him. Do not cruſh the Snail with | 
your foot; you cannot diſturb the tranquility | 
of the Snail, but by making the harmleſs crea- - 
ture feel the 120 AFR of pain. You have learned 
a. good Teflon of contentment from the Snail, Þ 
Feemingly ſatisfied with his condition. We both 
"derive life, from the fountain of life. We are 
far lef,in our Maker s hand than the Snail is 
under our feet. It is good for men to be of a # 


your body, as unworthy to lie among the juſt, ; | 


Humane diſpolition to any c crcatuc e poſſeſſed of n 


the breath of ** 2 ; | The 


NT 

The Snail is a ſummer; creature ; where he 
goes in winter I know not, He is marks up in 
ener mornings, gathering dew, and goes 
abroad to ſeek his meat., His Maker richly 
provides for him, and makes him ſo content- 
ed as he is. Some people make uſe of him 
as medicine, to cure the warts on their hands; 
they rub the warts with the Snail, and after 
that put him to a cruel death, by ticking him 
on a thoru. Bad treatment of the Snail, ren- 
dering you good for evil. As the Snail con- 
ſumes, the warts die away. I have heard of 
ſome people making uſe of Snails inſtead of 
greaſe to cart wheels : Monſtrous cruelty! ſa- 
Vage treatment |! to ſerve. the Snail ſo, or any 
creature poſſeſſed of the breatli of life; to put 
him to a chouſand deaths at once. All this 
he receives, and ſays not a word. He could 

be no worſe ſerved, if he was beyond ſeas, a- 


1 mong barbarous "gt 5 5 nations, or American 


0 Indians. However, this is ſeldom the caſe; 
this practice of horrid cruelty is not much uſed 
againſt the Snail. He has a white bob on the 
end of his tail; it is the way of them, to 
complete his workmanſhip. 

Many a good leſſon you have learned from 
the'Snail. From theſe leſſons of hamanity to- 


one another; be kindly affectioned to one an- 
Locher, with brotherly love, in honour prefer- 
ring one another. Love, brotherly love among 
Y mankind,” never was at a lower ebb than it is 

B 2 at 
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wards the loweſt of God's works, learn to love 


t ] 

at this day. Do you not ſee our friends and 
neighbours daily gliding to the grave. There 
is plenty of room in the church-yard, with its 
yawning mouth, for all living. If we do not 
live in love here, we will be peaceable in the 
grave. Be kind to the poor; them you have 
always with you: The kindeſt friend the world 
ever ſaw recommended it; he has left us an 
example, for us to follow his ſteps. Live in 
love, and may the God of love and peace be 
with you. ; 

I heard of late that Snails are uſeful medi- 
eine for ſtrengthening the backs of young 
children; only be tender over them, in taking 
away the precious life, which none can reſtore | 
when once gone. The Snail is careful of his 
life: I beſeech you brethren, for the future, 
Take example from the Snail; be careful of 
-- your precious life, it is the n * of | 
waa | 


NOAH¹' FLO OD. 


TT was an extraordinary event, which hap: F 
pened in an early period; next to creation 
itſelf, one of the wonders of omnipotence; 
effected by infinite power. Nothing can con- 
mr or counteract the delign and * of 
, im 
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him who worketh all things after the counlat 
of his own will. God Almighty had a trial 
of the people in the antediluvian world. near 
2000 years; they had not been good bairns, 
nor married men; their works did not pleaſe 
him. They affronted the Divine Majeſty: 

They had better not done it. They kindled 
a fire 1 in his boſom, which was not ealily to be 
put out. His long-ſufferin g patience was ſpun 
out to a great length : He was flow to anger; 
loth to do them an ill turn, far leſs to deſtroy 
them. They provoked him ſo by their acts 


of wickedneſs, that he repented he had made 


man upon the earth; he thought he would 
deſtroy the world by water, and cauſe a flood 
to drown them out of hand, man and woman, 
and all the beaſts for man's ſake,and make a 
clean world of the bad ſort. | It is true they 


had not the Bible, but they had ſo much ag 


lett them inexcuſable; they had the law of 
God written on their hearts, but, alas! too 


much like ourſclves, they took not much heed 


to it. In thoſe days they lived to a good old 
age, and on that account were in no hurry 
in turning to. be good olk ; they wanted to 
have their frolic out firſt, aud then good: at 
the latter end of the day; ſomething like our 
own depraved natures in us, as freſh and vi- 
gorous in us as at the very moment mother 
Eve, and Adam, the firſt pair, introduced ſin 
by the fatal bite or morſel of the forbidden 
tree, Theſe evils lie deep and undiſcovered 


in 


b 14 3 
in the hidden man of tht heart: In plain peak 
ing, they wanted to put of to a deathbed re- 
pentance; a uy dan gerous way for a future 
ſtate. * 

Noah was a good man, a preacher of righ- 
teouſneſs; fo were ſome of the Fathers, or the 
world would not have ſtood. Noah, warned 
of God to build an ark of gophetiwood! I 
thing like the hulk of a ſhip now a days; 
ſuppoſe it would be the firft ſhip that ever 
failed, whether on ſalt water or freſh I know 
not, but I ſuppoſe both. 1 think it bad no 
fails ; no matter, it had a good pilot. It was 
made wind aud water tight, with proper ac- 
commodations'for Noh's family and all the 
beaſts. He was a long time in building of it; 
one hundred and twenty years : No doubt he 
would*preach between hands; that i is, warn 
them of their danger, of the flood coming up- 
on the earth. They minded him no more 
than idle tales; however he kept at his work. 
He believed God, and it was to the ſaving of 
his life and his whole family, beaſts and birds, 
creeping things and fowls; fiſh would take 
their chance. It was on Chriſt's account and 
his Church, to preſerve a ſeed alive, to 
ſerve him, man and beaſt ;' man to ſerve God, 
being made after his own image, and beat 
to ſerve man. 

The cauſe of the Flood: The ſons of God 
ſaw the daughters of men, that they were 
88 and they took them wives of all which 

they 
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they choſe; and God ſaid, my Spirit ſhall not 
always ſtrive with man. There were giants 
in thoſe days, and their children were men of 
renown. | The earth was corrupt + Every one 
had corrupted his way, and ſo have we to this 
day; we are not free of the ſin of the ante- 
diluvians, ſuppoſe they were all drowned with 
a flood. Their ſins deſtroyed them, and we 
run the hazard of being deſtroyed by our fins, 
if we repent not. The earth was filled with 
violence: Plenty of that to this day. The end 
of all fleſh is conte up before me, ſaith God, 
and 1 will deſtroy them, with the earth, and 
every living ching. Noah had orders to build 
the ark by directions, which he did, and ſo o- 
beyed orders, for he feared the Lord. It is a 
ſafe. way for the ſons of, men to live in the, 
fear of God; then, blow what weather will, 
they have not much to fear. A black ſtorm 
had been long brewing ; the ſecret was re- 

vealed to God's ſervant, to prepare the ark, 

to the, ſaying of bis houſe. - 'The people had 

timeous warning, one' hundred and twenty 

years notice, but they belie ved him not. He 
X preached to them from the pulpit of his mouth, 
but Satan, had lulled them aſkeep, ſound aſleep, 


7 

{ 

; in ſecurity, till they were all alarmed by the 
i very jaws of death. 
d 

e 

h 
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5 Noah, God's ſervant, had the ark mornin 
and ready for the evil day; he feared not, for 
he had obeyed his Maſter's orders. The ap- 
233 proaching ſtorm drew near, awful and tre- 
a mEPcous 
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mendous to all the people, eating and drink- 
ing, cramming their VR ſhortly to float 
dead corpſes on the waters ; ' marrying, and 


giving in marriage, till the day Noah entered 


into the ark. The ſtorm gathers above their 
Heads, in the clouds; it is above that, the 
place where his honour dwells. The Gouda 


are his ſervants at ſuch a time, and a cloud of | 
. wrath above that may be read in his angry 
countenance . His deſign is to deſtroy a world | 
By: water; you may ſee it by the gathering | 


of the thick black clouds, v-orſe than a ſtorm 
of thunder and lightning, or ſnow, or hail. 
The clouds, one would think, muſt require a 
long time to gather ſuch a body of waters as 
was requiſite for forty days and forty nights 
rain upon the earth, ſteep heavy rain, the great 


rain of his frength 3 an even down pour | 


of rain for ſuch a time, would make the peo- 
ple fit to run for ſhelter from houſe ts houſe, | 
and from field to field, and to ery for rocks | 


and mountains to cover W ani to den; 
and caves of the earth. 


They were ſo ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, fettered 


in the clutches of fin and Satan, that they ne- 


ver took the hint till the Flood came. The 


q 
f 
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windows of heaven were opened, a heavy ran ö 
of forty days and forty nights before the 
Flood! Avful and tremendous judgment to 


the whole world of mankind ! It is nothing to 
yon that ſtand by. Reflect with ſolemn pauſe 
Ser dilmal oh An angry God, and ap W 
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angry an, with its ſting not taken away, 
worſt of all! Noah and his family not much 
taken up about it; a well decked ark, not yet 
put to ſed, to cover them from the impending 
judgment; and the great Author of it their 
friend, to protect and ſave them alive till the 
waters abated. He opened alſo the fountains 
of the great deep. The ſeas would be com- 
bined to accompliſh his purpoſe: The bars 
and doors, ſet to the ſea at other times by the 
ſea ſhore, are at this time taken away. The 
ſea herſelf breaks looſe from her moorings, 
and wearys to be his ſervant; to run his er- 
rands, to accompliſh his deſign, to drown a 
world of mankind that has offended hin by 
lin, that evil thing his ſoul hates. 

Once the Flood began to gatlier, having got 
commiſſion from above, the waters gathered 
faſt; the rain from above, and ſwelling was 
ters from below, and the outponrmg of the 
ſeas, all of them combined for man's deſtrucs/ 
tion, and the beaſts for man's ſake; The wa- 
ters rofe to fifteen cubits above the higheſt 
hills; high enough to drown the greateſt gi- 
ant that ever lived on earth. The ark floats 
above; none got in but Noab's family, Noah 
and his wife, his three ſons and their wives: 
Eight perſons ſaved alive in the ark from the 
great delage, Tlie waters abated by degrees, 
and the ark reſted on mount Ararat, 
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WHALE's BELLY: 


EAD Jonah i 1. 12. From the beginning 
you have the account of the prophet Jo- 
nah going to 'Tarſhiſh, He agreed with the 
| ſhipmaſter at. Joppa, he paid his fare, and 
went along with him to go to Tarſhiſh ; but 
they had a bad paſſage ; a great ſtorm arolo 
at ſea, on the prophet Jonah's account, for 
COOL orders. It was ill done of the ho- 
prophet, but he ſuffered for it before all was 
Jam He was a good man, for he feared God, 
but he was fretful in his temper. Lord belp 
us, We have all our failings! ! His orders were 
to go to Nine veh, that great city, and warn 
them of their great danger, by reaſon of their 
ſins and iniquities; inſtead of that, he fled to 
'Tarſhiſh from the preſence: of the Lord, The . 
whole of the ſhip's crew were like to periſh/on 
Jonah's account, while he was faſt aſleep be- 
low deck. It was not ſafe ſleeping and the 
ſhip like to fink. The: ſailors. came to cloſe | 
quarters with him; they aſked him his buſineſs, | 
from whence he came, and whither he was | 
bound ? for they ſuſpected him, that the ſtorm | 
was on his account. He told them, he was a 
Hebrew, and one that feared the Lord. Then bi 
they were ſore afraid; They ſaid, Come, let 


us 


. 


us caſt lots, and ſee who is the faulter. So the 
lot fell upon Jonah. The prophet ſaid to 
them, Take me up, and caſt me forth into 
the ſea, then ſhall the ſea be calm unto you. 
Jonah was not afraid to be caſt into the ſea, 
for he truſted in his God, 

By this time he was half tired of his life, 
but his God took care of him ; for the Lord 
prepared à great whale to ſwallow up Jonah, 
ſo that he was not drowned as the failors fear- 
ed. This is one of the wanders of the Almigh- 
ty; the holy prophet alive in the whale's bel- 
ly, in the bottom of the ſea, for three days 
and three nights. He was a type of Chriſt: 
As Jonah was three days and three nights in 
the whale's belly, ſo ſhall the Son of Man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth. There was little fear of Jonah on 
that account. There was no ſafe ſailing in the 
{hip 9 was thrown overboard ; for the 
angerof the Lord followed Jonah with a great 
tempeſt; the ſtrength of the ſhip's timbers 
was not ſufficient to withſtand the great vio- 
lence of the ſtorm, to carry him and them. 
G | The ſhip turned leaky, and was like to ſink, 

and great terror came upon the men, the fear 
of death, till ſuch time as Jonah was thrown 
deer ont after that, when they were free 
of their burden, the ſhip was lighter, and the 
ſea turned calm unto them, and the angry 
winds ceaſed, the violence of the ſtormy waves 
abated by dees and they had a good paſ- 
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ſage the reſt of their voyage, till hey, came 
to „„ 0 1 YM OO 

The great whale. foallowed: up ; Kang at 
one bite, ſtump and rump. He is the, firſt man 
that ever lived, below water. Now he is like in 
a diving bell, or as a duck under water; he 
learns a new way. of ſailing to go by the bot- 
tom of the ſea. He is not . . of this ſhip's 
fides giving way; he now can ride out the 
ſtorm in his long-boat, without either fear or 
dread :, He goes as ſafe, below as the ſhip's 
crew above, only little light; the whale's eyes 
were the two windows which ſerved the turn. 
As to Jonah's lodging, I ſuppoſe it would be 
as dark as midnight, both by night and by day, 


till the whale took a ſurfeitꝭ and ſpued him 


out on dry land. If the ſaflors were pagans, 
or what not, they cried to God-to be free of 


ranocent blaod : It was not murder; the ſin 


lay not on their head : Ik Jonah had loſt his 


fe, it was the deternunate counſel of the 


Molt High God; Jonah ſpake by the Holy 
Ghboſt, to take 3 up and caſt him into the 
lea, ſo. ſhall the ſea be calm unto you. On 
that account the men were not to blame ; they 
are better aſander ; the ſhip above fails bet- 
ter, and Jonah, in Bak ſhip below, ſafe enough. 
He makes the Girlt prayer from the bottom of 
the great deep, from the belly of hell; the 
Lord heard, his groans, and in due time he for 
the priſoner fr ce. | | 
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His ſhip was ſomething like a hulk in want 
of rigging, but went under water inſtead of 
above; it had no need of ſails, nor oars, nor 
compals, neither one to ſteer the helm, for 
there was no rudder, unleſs the ſhip or hulk 
below the ſurface had a ſwitching tail, which 
might ſerve inſteud of a rudder for that voy- 
age; it was a matchleſs one, but it was ſoon 
over, three days and three nights finithed it. 
This {hip had neither ſun, moon, nor {tar light, 
yet goes ſafe enough, under the condut of the 
beſt pilot that ever went to ſea, who com- 

mands the great whale to run his errands, with 
the holy prophet 1 in his belly. Why ſhould a 
livng man complain for the puniſhment of his 
ſins? This was a very uncommon voyage, 
ſuch as never was, nor will be again while the 
world ſtands. The whale has orders to take 
this holy man to ſliore, and vomit him out on 
dry land, ſafe and ſound, not one whit the 
worſe. 

'The holy prophet, no — ever after would 
live in a thankful remembrance of that great 
deliverance ; and, for the future, would be more 
obedient, to go his divine errands, when cal- 
led to it by the great maſter of aſſemblies. 
The whale has never been employed as a/ſhip, 
or: long-boat, to carry a holy man in his bel- 
ly to the ſhore ever ſince. So the whale goes 
about, his buſineſs, and Jonah the prophet a- 
bout his, to warn the Ninevites of their immi- 
ent, danger for their heinous. fins againſt a 
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holy jealous God. They take the alarm at 
the preaching. of Jonah; they repent in Uuſt f 
and aſhes, from the king on the throne to the & 
meaneſt ſubject. Had the men of Sodom done Il © 
ſo, it might have prevented a red hot ſhower J 
of wrath, even of fire and brimſtone, from hea- 8 
ven, to deſtroy them and all the cities of the 
plain; but they did not, and ſo it fared h 
with them. © 
When the account of Jonah being in the MF © 
whale's belly, and vomited out on dry land, t 
came to the ears of the ſhip's crew, it would h 
naturally breed in them wonder and ad mira- | 8 
tion at the aſtoniſhing works of God. If they Y 
were heathens, fuch an event was a new thing Vw 
to them, and to all the world. Jonab's going WM ©: 
to Nine veh afterwards would be publicly known, ne 
and that he landed as ſafe as the fhip's crew, q; 
if their fortune was good; they rowed hard d 
for land, but it would not do; they were for- 8 
ced to caſt him overboard in the time of the : 
ſtorm, but the Lord had a long- boat ready for 6 
him, out ot fight, below water: So Jonah went ; 
in his long-boat to ſhore, without meat or drink WF. 
for any thing we know, unleſs he got part of B 
the whale's meat: Ifuppoſe the Lord fed him, 64 
and kept him alive. They two went in compa vi 
ny: The whale, Jonah's long-boat, well deck. 5 
ed, arm lodgings enough for as cold as the "gp 
is was; a hving man in his belly; an un— 
common thing. They might have the reſt of fre 


the fiſh for company; none of our {hips ot 
long- boats 


* 
1 
1 
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long- boats ſail that way; it is their cuſtom to 


a ſail on the ſurface, and the men in them lib 
that beſt. It is not well with them if they go 
below ; if they do, they are at death's door. 
. It is beſt ſwimming with the head born up. 
„Speak reverently of it, it is the Lord's work. 
The prophet's lodging is in the dark; he 
e : 2 
a had eyes, but ſaw not ; his grievous offence 


cloſed up his day-light ; he goes mourning 
without the ſun for a time, three days and 
q three nights, little better than in the belly of 
10 hell; far that time he was confined in a dun- 

| geon or dark cellar. His long-boat had eyes 


*” WM which ſerved the turn ; it was for him the Lord 
©) WH was pilot; he forced the whale to ſpue him 
auß out, other wiſe Jonah might have ſtaiq there 
us till the whale had paſſed him for excrement. 
N His maſter had other work for him, to go his 
ft 4 divine errand, to warn that great city of Ni- 


neveh of its impending ruin; it was well done, 
h for that great city, from king to beggar, took 
> mme hint, and repented in time, which ſaved 
me place from deſtraction. | 

The whole tranſaction was the Lord's lov- 
ing kindneſs. Adore the divine goodneſs in 
his holy prophet's greateſt extremity ; he is 
rich to provide a whale for a long: boat, to 
carry Jonah ſafe to land; and by him, as God's 
errand runner, ſaves the city of Nineveh.from 
ruin. 

King Nebuchadnezzar's heart was changed 
from man's to a beaſt's heart, for ſeven long 


years, 
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L 24 1 
years, till he knew that the Moſt High ruled; 


Jonah, the Lord's prophet, diſobeys orders, he 
is followed with a tempeſt, is thrown -over- 


board, and he is ſaved by a miracle. Ihe Iſ- 
raelites croſſed the red ſea, not like a duck 
under water, no; the ſea ſplit in two halves, 
and ſtands like a high wall on each ſide, till 
his holy people paſs ſafely through; and, at 
the word of command, drowns his and their 
enemies. By this you may ſee, that God Al- 


mighty has many ways to accompliſh his BEE 


purpoſes, both in the water and out of the 

water; little wonder; it is no new thing; he 
created the heavens, earth, and ſea, and all 
that in them is, and N his rep 7 are 
1 were Raps. 2 
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